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Adoption Day: 2 new beginnings.
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« Search Archives Her new parents, Richard
Backus and Carol Johnston of
Harbor Springs, knew just what
this day, her adoption day,
meant. They had been waiting
for this day for a long time.
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But being Laney's parents isn't anything new for Johnston and
« Monthly Homes Backus, who have cared for her since the day she was born, March
Guide 10, 2006. As part of an open adoption process, the couple was able
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“It was so exciting (being a part of her birth). It was just so amazing
to see her for the first time,” Backus recalled.
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Information
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For Walter and June, adopting their grandson was more than just a
SPECIAL LINKS c_elebration of family_love. It also means be_ing parents for a second
time around. Both said they wouldn't have it any other way.

“Everything that's possible for him to have he's going to have,”
June said with determination, describing her grandson as someone
who deserves nothing but the best. “He's a very caring person. He
has a big heart.”

Walter said that although it's hard being parents again after 27
years, having Cody in his home, being able to spend time with him,
makes it worthwhile.

“He's a good kid. He's fun to be around,” he said. “We've always
loved him.”
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Along with the special celebrations Tuesday, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm has proclaimed November as Adoption Month in
Michigan. There are more than 6,100 children whose birth parents'
rights have been terminated. About 4,400 of these children have
adoption as part of the child's permanency plan. Many of them have
special needs as the result of physical, mental or emotional
impairments. Many children who are waiting for a family are older,
members of minorities, or have siblings. In fiscal year 2005, 2,883
children with special needs were adopted.

For more information about adoption, visit www.michigan.gov/dhs.

Kirsten Fredrickson can be reached at 439-9398, or
kfredrickson@petoskeynews.com.
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